COOKIE.DOC 

Browsers EAT my Cookie!

OK, so I’m wrong. Shoot it seems that as long as I have the browser up & running my cookie stays alive (in the Jar ;-) but as soon as I shut down the browser my cookie gets eaten (not saved to the cookie.txt file or whatever file.)

This is NOT what I was told or what I’ve been reading in the literature.  
Here’s is what I do and what I’ve told other’s to do. If anyone knows why this is not working the way we want (it should get written to the cookie file and be deleted/eaten only AFTER the expiration date, sort of the opposite of what people do, we must eat our cookies BEFORE the expiration date ;-)

I have checked more than one machine and more than one browser. Other cookies from other sites ARE saved to the file so it’s NOT that the browser is not saving a cookie file, it is, I also played with the browser-cookie options. The problem seems to be between permanent and temporary cookies. I was NOT told, and I haven’t found anything in the literature about [b]how[/b] to designate in JavaScript that the cookie is to be temporary or permanent. I had always assumed they were [b]all[/b] permanent and that’s why we placed an expiration date on them, but this may not be the case. Does anyone know?

Anyway, here’s my save a cookie code:

[code]

<html>

<head> 

<title>Set Cookie Example</title>

</head> 

<body> 

<!-- 

    NOTE: Any time you write a cookie you delete the last cookie from

    your site. This means that you delete any cookie from this program

    or from any other program of yours that also saves a cookie. Put

    another way, you can only save ONE cookie from your site onto a

    clients computer. Thus, if you want to save cookie information 

    from more than one of your programs on to the same client computer

    you will have to read in all cookie information from your site, 

    save it, add your new information, and then re-save all of the

    information back to the client cookie file.

-->

<script language="JavaScript1.2"> 

  // Set the cookie to expire in six months 

  expireDate= new Date;

  expireDate.setMonth(expireDate.getMonth()+6); 

  // Get the user's name 

  var user_name = window.prompt("Please enter your name:", ""); 

  // Write the name and expiry date to the cookie 

  document.cookie = escape("user-name="+user_name+";expires="+expireDate.toGMTString()); 

</script> 

</body>

</html> 

 [/code]

Here’s the read a cookie code:

[code]

<html>

<head>

<title>Get Cookie Example</title>

</head> 

<body> 

<!-- 

     The following script will read a cookie, if it exists, 

     and extract the user's name from it.

 -->

<script language="JavaScript1.2"> 

  // If the cookie exists...

  if(document.cookie != "") { 

    // Copy the cookie info to a new string 

    var cookie_string = unescape(document.cookie); 

    // Split the string into a new array

    var cookie_array = cookie_string.split(";");

    // Further split the first entry into the title and value

    var user_name = cookie_array[0].split("="); 

    // Grab only the value (i.e. the actual name) from the substring

    var name = user_name[1]; 

    // Greet the user by name!

    document.write("Hello, ", name);

  } 

</script>

</body>

</html>

 [/code]

If any one knows of figures out how to make the cookie permanent [b]PLEASE[/b] let us know!

The ways to test it that I’ve discovered is:

1. Open up the cookie.txt file (NetScape) each time to see if it has changed

2. Close your browser re-open it and go to your page again to see it says hello to you.

#1 is much faster, but every now and then I had to close it to get rid of all the temporary cookie info I was testing with.

